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TOPIC: HIP-HOP CULTURE

Grade Content Learning Outcomes Duration Assessment Tool
HIP-HOP Improve researching,
8 CULTURE interviewing, presenting and 1 Term Rubric & Checklist

writing skills.

Who would have guessed that hip-hop, which saw its humble
beginnings in the 1970’s, would have developed into such an
industry? This year, hip-hop is celebrating its 50™ year since its
conception! This thriving culture has become a lucrative business
that generates revenues of $10 billion per year. Not only does hip-
hop concern music, but it has expanded and become a lifestyle.
We see its signature everywhere. It’s the music playing at a local
basketball game, the graffiti sprayed across metro stations and the
streetwear worn by the hip hop demographic.

Consider how you have experienced its energetic force. What does hip-hop mean to you? When and where
did it all start? What impact did it make on its communities? Who were its founders and members? How do
their legacies continue today? So many questions. So, get started!

Research and Preparatory Work
1t CHECK: Your Project must include the following:

a. Cover page - A cover page should include title of the project, course or subject, your name and class
information, date of submission, instructor's name, school name and logo.

b. Table of Contents page - List of all the completed items and the page/slide that they can be found.
c. Stepsl,2,3,and4.

STEP 1: In preparation for your research, you need to know the specific vocabulary that is used in the
world of hip-hop. Create a comprehensive list of key words and their definitions.

STEP 2: Start your research and make sure you learn all about hip hop’s history, its four components and
understand the difference between mainstream rap and hip-hop culture. Be sure your research is extensive
and includes reading about graffiti artists, b-girl and b-boy dancers/competitions, female rappers/artists and
hip hop’s international appeal. Once you complete your research, select 3 articles you’ve read and provide
their titles, links and one-paragraph summaries.

STEP 3: Construct a timeline of key events from the beginning of hip-hop to the present day.

STEP 4: Conduct a survey by writing a questionnaire to include at least 8 questions about the hip-hop
culture. Have at least 6 or more friends answer the questionnaire to see just how much they know about the
world of hip-hop. State the results and include your interpretations of their knowledge of the topic.
2 paragraphs of writing
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(Continue to remaining steps)
FINAL SUBMISSION: Your project will include all of the above items and the following:
d. Addition of Steps 5 and 6.
STEP 5: Pick a favorite DJ, MC, B-Dancer or Graffiti Artist and write their biography. (Minimum 250-
300 words)

STEP 6: Write a 5-paragraph opinion essay stating your answer to, “Does hip-hop bring people together,
or does it divide them and if so, how?”. Support your essay through findings from your research and your
observations and interpretations. Use the opinion essay rubric to guide your writing.

e. Last Word — Once you’ve completed your project tasks, discuss what you learned, challenges you
faced, and any unexpected discoveries. Share a personal connection to the project topic. This can
provide insight into why you chose the topic and how it resonated with you. You can provide titles
of articles, or books that you found of special interest that other students might find interesting.
Consider ending with a relevant quote that captures the essence of your project or its significance.
Feel free to include an icon or illustration that symbolizes the essence of your work.

f. Resources — List of all articles, magazines, books and websites you used during preparation.

g. All Work should be submitted through Google Docs/Slides/Word/ PowerPoint forms.

ESSAY EVALUATION CRITERIA:

Student’s

ORGANIZATION Pts
Pts

The introductory paragraph has a magazines strong hook or attention
grabber. 2
The thesis statement is well-focused, clear, and concise that conveys the

author’s opinion, include and provides details that preview the rest of the

essay. 2
Each body paragraph has a well-developed topic sentence, supporting
sentences and a concluding sentence. 3

The concluding paragraph effectively unifies the essay around the subjects

used. 2
Transitions are appropriate and effectively used. 2
CONTENT

The author accurately selects major thoughts for each body paragraph. 2
Details/examples in the paragraphs are clear and specific. 2
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High quality ideas/examples/details to prove the point

2
CONVENTIONS
Correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization 2
Correct use of English almost all of the time 5
Complex sentence structure 2
A wide range of vocabulary 2
Length (at least 200 words) 2

Total: 30

No | EVALUATION CRITERIA STS POINTS COMMENTS
1 Research & Timeline /15
2 Questionnaire & Report /20
3 Biography /15
4 Essay /30
5 1st check /10
6 Punctuality /10
TOTAL POINTS: /100
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