
            

  

2022-2023 ACADEMIC YEAR - 6th GRADE ENGLISH PROJECT TOPIC 1 

1 - UNDERSTANDING CLIMATE CHANGE 

Grade  Content Learning Outcomes Duration Assessment Tool 

6 CLIMATE CHANGE  

Developing researching, 

cognitive and presentation 

skills 

One term 
Summative and 

Formative assessment 

 

Dear students, 

For this project, you will learn about climate change and global warming. You will complete a research project, 
keep a diary, write a letter, and write a short story. You will meet with your teacher at all stages of the project 
to make sure your work is at acceptable standards.  

STEP 1: Research Report and Poster                               

A. Do research on global warming and climate change and the effects on our world. 

B. Write a 1-page report in your own words about what you have learned or understood from your research. 

Include examples from two different countries. 

C. Prepare a poster on your research on global warming and climate change. Make sure to include at least 

three photos and two examples of how global warming & climate change have affected two different 

countries. 

Use the following rubric for your poster: 

CATEGORY EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE BELOW AVERAGE UNSATISFACTORY POINTS 

 
Poster 

Information 
 
 

10% 

Includes all required 
elements (at least 
three photos and 

two examples from 
two different 
countries). 

All but one of the 
required elements is 

included. 

Several required 
elements are 

missing. 

Most of the required 
elements are 

missing. 

Many parts of the 
poster are 

incomplete, or it was 
not handed in. 

 

 
Layout, 

Design and 
Neatness 

 
 

5% 

It is exceptionally 
attractive in terms of 
design, layout and 

neatness. 

It is attractive in 
terms of design, 

layout and 
neatness. 

It is a bit messy. 

It is distractingly 
messy or very 

poorly designed. 
They are not 

attractive. 

It is not at Grade 6 
level and shows very 

little effort. 

 

 
Grammar, 

punctuation 
and spelling 

 
 
 

5% 

Capitalization and 
punctuation are 
mostly correct. 
There are no 
grammatical / 

spelling mistakes. 

There are minor 
errors in 

capitalization or 
punctuation. There 

are minor 
grammatical / 

spelling mistakes. 

There are some 
errors in 

capitalization or 
punctuation. There 

are some 
grammatical / 

spelling mistakes. 

There are a lot of 
errors in 

capitalization or 
punctuation. There 

are some 
grammatical / 

spelling mistakes. 

The work is not at 
grade 6 level. 

 



 

 
Vocabulary 

 
 
 

5% 

A lot of powerful 
and exciting words 

were used. 

Some powerful and 
exciting words were 

used. 

A few powerful and 
exciting words were 

used. 

There are almost no 
powerful and 

exciting words. 

There are no 
powerful and 

exciting words. 
Vocabulary used is 
not at grade 6 level. 

 

 
Creativity and 

Originality 
 

5%  

The poster is 
exceptionally 

creative and full of 
original ideas. 

The poster is 
creative and there 
are original ideas. 

The poster has   
some creative 

elements but lack 
originality. 

The poster has a 
few creative 

elements and lack 
originality. 

The poster is not 
creative at all. 

 

 

STEP 2: Diary 

A. Pretend you are an endangered animal. Do research on your animal, where it lives, 

and why it is endangered. Keep a diary for over a 2-week period and write about the 

details of your life, your experiences, the difficulties you have to overcome due to 

global warming, and climate change. Your diary must include at least five entries.  

B. Illustrate your diary with pictures.  

Use the following rubric for your diary: 

CATEGORY EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE BELOW AVERAGE POINTS 

Format 
 
 

2.5%  

Complies with all the 
requirements for a diary. 
Includes the date and at 
least one paragraph in 
each entry. Includes at 

least five entries. Includes 
pictures. 

Complies with all the 
requirements for a diary. 
Includes the date and at 
least one paragraph in 

each entry. Includes 4 or 
less entries. Includes 

pictures. 

Complies with most of the 
requirements for a diary. 
The entries are less than 

one paragraph and/or there 
are less than five entries. 
Missing either pictures or 

dates. 

Most of the requirements 
for the diary are lacking. 
Entries may be too short, 

there may be too few 
entries, or dates or 

pictures may be missing. 

 

Ideas 
 

 
2.5%  

Ideas were expressed in a 
clear and organized 

fashion. It was easy to 
understand the writer's 
ideas and main points. 

Ideas were expressed in a 
pretty clear manner, but 
the organization could 

have been better. 

Ideas were somewhat 
organized but were not very 

clear. 

Ideas were not clear and 
organized at all. 

 

Grammar 
 

 
2.5%  

There are no grammatical 
mistakes. All sentences 
are complete and well- 

constructed. 

There are a few 
grammatical mistakes. 

Most of the sentences are 
complete and well-

structured. 

There are some 
grammatical mistakes. 

Some of the sentences are 
not complete and/or not 

well-structured. 

There are a lot of 
grammatical mistakes. 

Many sentence fragments 
or run-on sentences. 

 

Spelling, 
Capitalization 

and 
Punctuation 

 
 

2.5% 
 

The student makes no 
errors in spelling, 
capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

The student makes 1-2 
errors in spelling, 
capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

The student makes 3-4 
errors in spelling, 
capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

The student makes more 
than 4 errors in spelling, 

capitalization, and 
punctuation. 

 

 

  



 

STEP 3: Letter 

• Based on your diary, write a 1-page letter to one of the leaders of the world about the problems 
that this endangered animal must deal with and your solutions to them.  

 

Use the following rubric for your letter: 

CATEGORY EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE BELOW AVERAGE POINTS 

Format 
 
 

2.5%  

Complies with all the 
requirements for a formal 
letter. Has an introduction, 

body, and conclusion. 

Complies with several of the 
requirements for a formal 
letter. Has introduction, 

body, & conclusion  

Complies with several of 
the requirements for a 

formal letter. Has 
introduction, body, & 

conclusion.  

Complies with less 
than 75% of the 

requirements for a 
formal letter.  

 

Ideas 
 

 
2.5%  

Ideas were expressed in a 
clear and organized fashion. It 

was easy to understand the 
writer's ideas and main points. 

Includes both the problems 
and the solutions. 

Ideas were expressed in a 
pretty clear manner, but the 

organization could have 
been better. Includes both 

the problems and the 
solutions. 

Ideas were somewhat 
organized but were not 

very clear. Includes both 
the problems and the 

solutions. 

Ideas were not clear 
and organized at all. 

Does not include both 
the problems and the 

solutions. 

 

Grammar 
 

 
2.5%  

There are no grammatical 
mistakes. All sentences are 

complete and well- 
constructed. 

There are a few 
grammatical mistakes. Most 

of the sentences are 
complete and well-

structured. 

There are some 
grammatical mistakes. 
Some of the sentences 
are not complete and/or 

not well-structured. 

There are a lot of 
grammatical mistakes. 

Many sentence 
fragments or run-on 

sentences. 

 

Spelling, 
Capitalization 

and Punctuation 
 
 

2.5% 
 

The student makes no errors in 
spelling, capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

The student makes 1-2 
errors in spelling, 
capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

The student makes 3-4 
errors in spelling, 
capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

The student makes 
more than 4 errors in 

spelling, capitalization, 
and punctuation. 
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STEP 4: Writing a Story 

A. Write a short story on the effects of climate 

change and global warming. This story must 

not be about an endangered animal, but 

about another topic. For example, you may 

write about a young girl who lives in an area 

without clean water. Or you may write about 

a man who lives in a town that experiences a 

flood or an earthquake. 

B. Remember all the steps you have learned in 

class about story writing.  

Watch “Story Elements” by Leigha Nunnally on YouTube to remember the story elements: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b--Ndkp9_40 

C. Illustrate your story with pictures. 

Use the following rubric for your story: 

CATEGORY EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE BELOW AVERAGE POINTS 

Ideas 
 

5%  

The story makes 
complete sense. 
Writing is clear 

and easy to 
understand. The 

story is about climate 
change. 

The story is pretty 
understandable 

One idea may be 
out of place. The story 

is about climate 
change. 

The story is hard 
to follow and 
somewhat 

confusing. The connection 
to climage change is not 

very strong, but still there. 

The story is hard to understand. 
The ideas do not make sense. 
The story is not about climate 

change. 

 

Organization 
 

5%  

The beginning 
creates interest, 

the middle is 
well-developed, 
and the end is 

satisfying. Includes 
pictures. 

The story has a 
clear and 
interesting 
beginning, 

middle, and end. 
Includes pictures. 

The story has a 
clear beginning, 
middle, and end 
but needs details 

to make it 
interesting. May be missing 

pictures. 

The story does not have a clear 
beginning, middle, or 

end. The story is hard to follow. 
May be missing pictures. 

 

Word Choice 
 

5% 

The story has a lot of 
powerful 

and exciting 
words to 

enhance the 
meaning. 

The story has 
some powerful 

and exciting 
words. 

The story has a 
few powerful 
and exciting 

words.  

The story has no powerful and 
exciting 
words. 

 

Fluency 
 

5% 
 

The student used 
complete 

sentences that 
are varied in 

style and length. The 
sentences flow 

together. 

The student used 
complete 

sentences that are 
varied in length. 

Some of the 
sentences flow 

together. 

The student used only short 
complete 

sentences. The 
story does not 
flow together in 

most places. 

The student used incomplete 
sentences. The story 

does not flow together 
at all. 

 

Grammar, 
Punctuation, and 

Spelling 
 

5% 
 

The story is free of 
spelling, 

punctuation, and 
grammar 

errors. 

There are only a few 
spellings, 

punctuation, and 
grammar 

errors. 

There are some spellings, 
punctuation, and grammar 

errors. 

There are a lot of spelling, 
punctuation, and grammar 

errors. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b--Ndkp9_40
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