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2022 - 2023 ACADEMIC YEAR TERM II 

 

GRADE 8 ENGLISH PROJECT 

 

 

TOPIC: …NOVEL PROJECT… 

 

 

Grade  Content Learning Outcomes Duration Assessment Tool 

8 NOVEL PROJECT 

Reading 

Creating Presentations 

Writing 

 

1 Term Rubrics & Checklist 

 

There’s never been a better time to make a trip to the local bookstore for a favorite new ‘read’.  Whether it’s Sci-

Fi, historical fiction or a murder mystery, there are many creative authors who have imagined new worlds and 

experiences to keep you engaged for ‘the ride’. In choosing the ‘Novel Project’ and carefully reading your novel, 

you have the opportunity to share your ideas, responses and presentations conveying the author’s story, 

approach, and techniques to great story telling.  

   

RESEARCH / PREPARATORY WORK 

Your Project must include:  

 

1. A cover page   

 

2. Content page 

 

3. Last word 

 

4. Resources   

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

 STEP ONE: Select a novel title (Grade 8 Level) that interests you and check the text with your teacher. Once 

approved, follow this link for tips on ‘close’ reading your book.  https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-write-a-

book-report-1857648 .   

 

STEP TWO:  After reading and making careful notes, start your ‘Literary Response Paper’ (book report) 2-3 

pages in length. Your response should  include the following: 

•  Introduction with Strong Hook and Thesis Statement 

• Body Paragraphs that feature all key elements of the story and author’s use of literary devices and story-

telling techniques. 

• Strong Concluding Paragraph  

 

. Follow the link https://www.thoughtco.com/the-first-sentence-of-a-book-report-1857642 for guidance .  Go 

though each of the components (on the link):  plot, genre, character(s), theme, symbols and motifs, conflict, 

point of view and historical context and make sure these are included in your writing.   

   

https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-write-a-book-report-1857648
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-write-a-book-report-1857648
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-first-sentence-of-a-book-report-1857642
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Also, follow this helpful link:  https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-a-

literary-analysis . 

 

STEP THREE: Create the storyline of your novel via a Prezi by mapping out the direction of the story to 

include: exposition, characters, types of conflict, and key events in the rising action, climax, falling action and 

resolution. 

 

STEP FOUR:  Create a Book Trailer that is similar to a movie trailer.  It should resemble an advertisement that 

creates interest in the key characters and their situations and challenges through photos, live action, illustrations, 

or animation.  Your goal is to convince others to read the book by giving just enough details to create interest 

without giving too much of the story away. Use any one of the following apps to create your trailer:  

  

• Animoto • Masher • PicoVico 

• Biteable.com • Loopster • Roxio PhotoShow 

• Stupeflix • Dvolver • Pixgram 

• PowToon • YouTube Video Editor • Photopeach 

• WeVideo • Wondershare Filmora • Kizoa 

• Creaza Cartoonist • Freemake Video Converter • Photostory 

• Shadow Puppet Edu • Windows Movie Maker • MovieMakerOnline 

• Movavi • Slidely • Photosnack 

 

.. 

DRAFT CHECK: (Reading novel, Planning and Draft)   

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA: 

 

 
No 
 

NOVEL PROJECT STS 
POINTS 

COMMENTS 

1 Choose novel (level appropriate) and have 
approved by teacher. 

/5  

2 ‘Close read’ novel.  Use annotations, highlight 
key passages, and keep notes to create a 
rough outline to support paper/presentations. 

/20  

3 Literary Response Paper (book report) /25  

4 Prezi /20  

5 Book Trailer /15  

6 1st check /10  

7 Punctuality / 5  

 TOTAL POINTS: /100  

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-a-literary-analysis
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-write-a-literary-analysis
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LITERARY RESPONSE PAPER 
 

ORGANIZATION Pts Student’s pts 

The introductory paragraph has a strong hook or attention grabber.  
 
2 

 

The thesis statement is well-focused, clear, and conveys the author’s  It 
covers both subjects and the author's point for the comparison or the 
contrast. 

 
 
2 

 

Each body paragraph has a well-developed topic sentence, supporting 
sentences and a concluding sentence. 

 
3 

 

The concluding paragraph effectively unifies the essay around the subjects 
used. 

 
 
2 

 

Transitions are appropriate and effectively used. 
 
2 

 

CONTENT   

The author accurately selects major thoughts for each body paragraph. 
 
2 

 

Details/examples in the paragraphs are clear and specific. 
 
2 

 

High quality ideas/examples/details to prove the point 
 
2 

 

CONVENTIONS   

Correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization 
 
2 

 

Correct use of English almost all of the time  
 
5 

 

Complex sentence structure 
 
2 

 

A wide range of vocabulary 
 
2 

 

Length (at least 2-3 pages, ) 
 
2 

 

                                                                                                                              Total:                                                                                                           25  
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 PREZI 

 

CATEGORY 5 4 3 2-1 

 
Clarity and 
Neatness 
 

Prezi is easy to 
read and all 
elements are very 
clearly written, 
labelled. 

Prezi is easy to 
read and most 
elements are 
clearly written, 
labelled, or 
pictured. 

Prezi is hard to 
read with rough 
photos and labels. 

Prezi is hard to 
read and one 
cannot tell what 
goes where. 

 
Spelling and 
Grammar 
 

No spelling or 
grammatical 
mistakes on Prezi 
with lots of text. 

No spelling or 
grammatical 
mistakes on a 
Prezi with little 
text. 

One or two 
spelling or 
grammatical 
errors on the 
Prezi. 

More than two 
spelling or 
grammatical 
errors on the 
Prezi. 

 
Content 
 
 

Meets all the 
criteria of the 
assignment.  All 
content is in the 
students’ own 
words and is 
accurate. 

Meets most of the 
criteria of the 
assignment.  
Almost all content 
is in the students’ 
own words and is 
accurate. 

Meets about half 
the criteria of the 
Project.  At least 
half of the content 
is in the students’ 
own words and is 
accurate. 

Does not meet the 
criteria of the 
assignment.  Less 
than half of the 
content is in the 
students’ own 
words and/or is 
accurate. 

 
Creativity 
 

Student has used 
media in creative 
and innovative 
ways that exploit 
the particular 
strengths of the 
Prezi format.  The 
final product is 
unique, powerful, 
effective and 
compels the 
audience’s 
attention. 

Presentation is 
balanced, 
attractive, and 
easy-to follow.  It 
uses original 
student work 
and/or blends 
existing media in a 
new and 
interesting way. 

There is a focus 
that is maintained 
throughout the 
‘piece’, but it may 
not be compelling, 
or present 
information in a 
way that 
consistently keeps 
audience’s 
attention. 

The Project has a 
weak focus.  May 
contain creative 
aspects but those 
aspects tend to 
distract the 
viewer from the 
stated purpose of 
the presentation. 

            

                Total:  _______/20 
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BOOK TRAILER 

 

CATEGORY 3 2 1 

 
Length 
 

The book trailer 
follows the required 
time limit of 2-3 
minutes. 

The book trailer is up 
to 30 seconds too 
short or too long. 

The book trailer is 
more than 30 seconds 
too short or too long.  
It does not meet the 
time length 
requirement. 

 
Production Quality 

The book trailer is a 
high-quality 
production with sharp 
images, crisp text, and 
clear audio. 

The production quality 
of the book trailer is 
good overall but 
contains minor 
production errors that 
take away from its 
overall quality. 

The book trailer needs 
revision.  The 
production quality is 
fair to below average. 

 
Book Representation 

The book trailer 
effectively interprets 
the text with relevant 
graphics, images, 
animation, drawings, 
or live action.  The 
trailer effectively 
captures the text’s key 
elements:  plot, 
character, setting, and 
theme (s). 

The book trailer 
interprets the theme(s) 
of the text effectively 
but may not be as 
thorough, or has slight 
errors in one of the 
elements presented 

The book trailer does not 
effectively capture the key 
elements of the text.  
Images, illustrations, 
animations, etc. are 
disjointed from the central 
message of the text or are 
random at best. The book 
trailer ma be a summary 
and has missed the task. 

Textual Evidence 
 

The book trailer 
integrates textual 
evidence in a 
professional, relevant, 
and effective manner. 

The textual evidence is 
present but may 
contain some minor 
errors in punctuation, 
spelling, or 
sound/image quality. 

The book trailer is 
either missing textual 
evidence or contains 
major errors in 
punctuation, spelling, 
or quality. 

Persuasive 
Effectiveness 

The book trailer 
succeeds in getting the 
viewer’s attention and 
persuading the viewer 
to read the novel. 

The book trailer is 
somewhat successful 
in getting the viewer’s 
attention and 
convincing the viewer 
to read the novel. 

The book trailer fails to 
get the viewer’s 
attention nor does it 
inspire the viewer to 
read the novel. 

 
           Total:  ________/15 
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