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WHAT IS SOCIAL JUSTICE? 
 
The National Association of Social Workers defines social justice as “the view that everyone 
deserves equal economic, political and social rights and opportunities.” To study social justice is to 
learn about the problems that dramatically impact the quality of life for certain populations, and 
how people have worked to solve those problems.  
 
Some examples of social justice issues that we can observe are race, gender, age, sexual orientation, 
religion, nationality, education, mental or physical ability, etc.  
 
You will read Twelve Angry Men and you will see that one of the main themes is justice. For your 
yearly project, you will have to research one social justice issue and write a 1000 word report on it. 
Your subject should be about a specific case study involving a person or a group of people who had 
to fight against that injustice.  
 
 
 
Some examples of people you can write about: 



 

 

- Rosa Parks 
- Martin Luther King Jr. 
- Mahatma Gandhi 
- Nelson Mandela 
- Shaun King 
- Or any ordinary person in your local community 

 
Please note that your topic must be approved by your teacher. You will meet with your teacher at all 
stages of the project to make sure your work is at acceptable standards.  
STEP 1: Research:  
 

1. First, you should choose which social justice issue you want to research. 
2. The case you choose should involve at least one person, and it can be somebody from the 

past, or present. 
3. You will have to find an interview with the person in question on the internet. 
4. You have to understand the issue and be able to explain it in your own words. 
5. Your writing will be divided into 4 sections. 

 
STEP 2: Writing the 4 sections: 

1. SUMMARY: explain and summarize the case (200-250 words) 
2. INTERVIEW: interview the person in question and write out the transcript of the questions 

and answers. Make sure the questions are insightful and useful to your report. (200-250 
words) 

3. REFLECTION: Reflect on the case and write your opinion on this case in about 300 words. A 
reflection consists of writing about your response/thoughts on the situation. For example, 
you can write about: 
- how you felt hearing about the person you chose, the event or the injustice;  
- how you felt during the interview or reading the interview;  
- what did you think about the way the situation/case was handled;  
- what you thought about the person’s battle against injustice, or how you would have 

done things if you were in that situation.  
There is no right or wrong answer as long as you are able to explain your thought process 
during your research stage and also how this social injustice affects you and your 
community today. 

4. SOLUTIONS:  You must come up with the best solutions to your topic, how it can be applied 
in today’s world and how it can be avoided in the future. 
 

STEP 3: Editing and Proofreading  
1. Proofread your work for any grammar, spelling, organization or content issues. 

2. Make a neat final copy of your report.  (Font: 12 pt., Times New Roman, and double-spaced). 

3. Make a title page with the name of your report and yourself, the writer. 

 

STEP 4: PRESENTATION: 

1. You will prepare and deliver an oral presentation on your work.  

2. Your presentation should be accompanied by an audio/visual presentation using Prezi 

or Power point; but may also contain visual aids like costumes, props, etc. 



 

 

3. The presentation should be 5-8 minutes in length and will be followed by a brief 

question and answer follow-up with your teacher(s). The Q&A does not count towards 

your 8-10 minutes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                               

 



 

 

 

REPORT RUBRIC : _______/50  

Criteria Content Language Use Grammar and 
Mechanics 

Organization 

9-10 
Excellent 

Details are 
specific to topic 
and provide all 
the necessary 
information 

Uses formal 
language that 
conveys the 

precise meaning 
relevant to the 

report 

Effective use of 
punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization and 
grammar 

Logical sequencing of all paragraphs 
and details. 

Introductory paragraph is precise 
and all relevant information is 

included 

8-7 
Above 

Average 

Details are 
related to 
topic and 

provide most 
of the 

necessary 
information 

Uses formal 
language 

appropriately in 
conveying 
meaning 

relevant to the 
report 

Few errors in 
punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization and 
grammar do not 
impede meaning 

Logical sequencing of most 
paragraphs and details 

All relevant information included 
in introductory paragraph 
Final paragraph is logically 

connected to report 
Proficient use of transitional 

words and phrases 

6-5 
Sufficient 

Some relevant 
details 

presented 

Adequate use of 
formal language 

relevant to 
report 

Some errors in, 
punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization and 
grammar do not 
impede meaning 

Some logical sequencing of 
paragraphs and details 

Sufficient relevant information 
included in introductory 

paragraph 
Final paragraph follows report 

discussion 
Adequate use of transitional 

words and phrases 
4-3 

Minimal 
Few, 

insufficient or 
minor details 

presented 

Insufficient use 
of formal 
language 

relevant to 
report 

Errors in 
punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization and 
grammar impede 

meaning 

Little evidence of sequencing of 
information 

Insufficient information in 
introductory paragraph 

Final paragraph is minimally 
related to the report topic 

Some use of transitional words 
and phrases 

2-1 Poor Unable to find 
specific details 

relevant to 
topic 

Inability to use 
language 

accurately 

Little or no use of 
punctuation, spelling, 

capitalization and 
grammar 

Information is not organized 
Introductory paragraph is unclear 
Absence of concluding paragraph 
No use of transitional words and 

phrases 



 

 

ORAL PRESENTATION RUBRIC : ______/50 
 
 

CATEGORY Excellent 8-10 Good 5-7 Average 2-4 
Unsatisfactory 

0-1 

The student 
was ready for 

the 
presentation 

The student was 
completely prepared, 

and it was obvious that 
he/she used the time 
given for preparation 

effectively. 

The student seemed 
prepared but might 

have used the 
preparation period 

more effectively. 

The student was 
somewhat 

prepared, but it 
was clear that the 

presentation 
period was not 

used very 
effectively. 

The student 
did not 
present.  

The student 
understood the 

topic and 
explained it 

well  

The student showed a 
full understanding of 

the topic and gave 
detailed, interesting, 

and relevant 
information. 

The student showed 
a good 

understanding of the 
topic. All parts were 

complete. 

The student 
showed a good 

understanding of 
some parts of the 

topic. 

The student 
did not do 

the project. 

The student 
used 

appropriate 
vocabulary and 

sentence 
structure  

The student used 
appropriate vocabulary 
and sentence structure.  

The student used 
some vocabulary 
appropriate, but 

some words were 
repetitive or some 

sentences were 
simple. 

Simple sentence 
structure and/or 

repetitive 
vocabulary were 

used by the 
presenter. 

No effort was 
made. 

The visuals 
were effective 
and relevant to 

the topic. 
Technology 

was efficiently 
used  

All visuals were 
effective and relevant to 

the topic. 

Most of the visuals 
were effective and 

relevant to the topic. 

Some of the visuals 
were effective and 

relevant to the 
topic.   

There were 
no visuals. 

Posture and 
Eye Contact  

The student looked 
relaxed and confident. 

Established eye contact 
with everyone in the 

room during the 
presentation. 

The student 
established eye 

contact with 
everyone in the 
room during the 

presentation but did 
not seem very 

confident. 

The student 
sometimes 

established eye 
contact. However, 
most of the time 

looked at his/her 
note cards or the 

power point 
screen. 

Little or no 
effort. 

Time-Limit  Presentation was 5 
minutes long. 

Presentation was 
either slightly longer 

or shorter than 5 
minutes. 

Presentation was a 
bit short. 

The 
presentation 
was less than 

1 minute. 

 


