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2- BOOK TRAILER  
Reading a book is the best way to escape into a different reality and meet with new and 

interesting characters. From a lot of aspects, books can be considered as a written version of 

movies. The only difference might be that the visualization of the characters and the places are all 

up to your imagination when reading a book. 

When you want to have a rough idea of a movie, you opt for 

its trailer first. Generally speaking, movie trailers spark interest 

because they provide all the exciting highlights of the movie they 

are promoting. If given the option, people would choose to watch 

the trailer of a movie rather than reading the plot of it. There are 

visuals, music, and all the interesting points you would like to 

know which can change your opinion on the movie.  

If you are an avid book reader, you must have a few 

favorites that you may want to suggest to your friends and family. If movie trailers are the best way 

to promote a movie, why not create a book trailer?  

Book Trailer project is a digital storytelling activity. You take the key idea 

from the book to create a short video that persuades people to check out a book 

you have read. It requires you to summarize, synthesize and analyze the book 

and put that analysis in their trailer. Don’t forget, you will be in contact with your 

teacher at all stages of the project to make sure your work is at acceptable 

standards. 

★ You are required to, 

1. Create a book trailer video for your book of choice, using the apps and tools that are provided in 

the ‘’B) TOOLS AND APPS’’ section. (please see below) 

2. Write a summary and your review of the book in 3 parts, using Google Docs. Your summary must 

be of min 100 words in total. (PART 1 - the summary, PART 2 - your review of the book: what do 

you think of the book and the characters and why did you choose this book? PART 3 - If you had 

to, how would you change the ending of the book?) Write all of the 3 on the same document, 

respectively. 

3. Prepare a Google Slide presentation that introduces the characters separately. Each character 

should have a picture, a motto of his/her own and a song that best describes him/her. 

4. Create a poster that promotes your book trailer.  



 
5. Prepare a questionnaire using Google docs / Quiz Sheet. You can prepare multiple choice 

questions or open-ended questions that require short answers. Show your trailer to 5 different 

individuals (friends and/or family members), have them fill out the questionnaire and submit. 

Take screenshots of the results and add them separately to your project file.  

 
6. Upload the video on YouTube. The number of views can get you extra points. :-)  

7. Create a QR Code for your video and put them up randomly in the school so everyone can watch 

your video and get inspired to read the book you are promoting. 

 

STEPS TO PREPARE THIS PROJECT: 

 

STEP 1: Watch the book trailer examples given in the ‘’A) EXAMPLE VIDEOS’’ section below.  

STEP 2: Decide on the book you want to base your project on. Then use a separate sheet as a draft. 

Write the book’s name, the author and the genre. List the characters. Write about the main events, 

highlights and the turning points you want to include in your trailer.  

STEP 3: Write your summary using Google Docs. Check your grammar and spelling. Make sure it is 

min of 100 words. Don’t forget to upload your first draft on google classroom (ENGLISH PROJECT 

CLASSROOM) for your teacher to review and make corrections. Upon receiving the corrections and 

comments, finalize your writing and upload it. 

STEP 4: Create your Google Slide presentation for the main characters. Don’t forget to include the 

necessary information listed above.  

STEP 5: Create your video. Show it to your teacher during draft viewing and note down your 

teacher’s review and comments. Make the necessary edits to give it its final shape.  

STEP 6: Create your poster to promote the book. Make sure to make it interesting and catchy.  

STEP 7: Create your questionnaire. Show your video to 5 different people, then assign them the 

questionnaire and record their answers. Save the screenshots of the results and add them to your 

project file.  

STEP 8: After your teacher’s approval, upload your video on YouTube. Then, create a QR Code of 

the video. Put it up around the school. 

A) EXAMPLE VIDEOS: 

1. Inside Out and Back Again: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM  

2. EVERLESS by Sara Holland | Official Book Trailer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw59Nt5Hqhc  

3. How to Survive Middle School, by Donna Gephart: 

https://www.schooltube.com/media/t/1_m5llraq0  

4. The Light Between Worlds by Laura E. Weymouth: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJ50fuKF__o  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw59Nt5Hqhc
https://www.schooltube.com/media/t/1_m5llraq0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJ50fuKF__o


 
 

B) TOOLS AND APPS: 

➔ How to make a book trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bImj62Xmvrw  

❖ Here are some suggested websites and apps for creating your own video 
(Please click on them to visit their websites):  

 

Animoto    Puppet Pals (app) FREE 

Aurasma (program + app)  Shadow Puppet Edu (app) FREE 

Google Slides FREE   Sock Puppets (app) FREE 

Green Screen (app)   Spark Video FREE 

iMovie (program + app)  Stop Motion Studio FREE 

Kid Pix (program + app)     TeleStory (app) FREE 

Movie Maker (Windows)  WeVideo 

 

❖ And here are some suggested websites for downloading songs and background music: 
1) My Free MP3 – is a huge media library, covering music of different genres and time range. 

2) MP3 Juices – is a popular and free mp3 search engine and tool. 

3) MP3 Skull – this platform allows its users to search for mp3 files around the web. 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bImj62Xmvrw
https://animoto.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/puppet-pals-hd/id342076546?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/aurasma/id432526396?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shadow-puppet-edu/id888504640?mt=8
https://www.google.com/slides/about/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sock-puppets/id394504903?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/green-screen-by-do-ink/id730091131?mt=8
https://spark.adobe.com/about/video
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/green-screen-by-do-ink/id730091131?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stop-motion-studio/id441651297?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/kid-pix-deluxe-3d/id406222580?mt=12
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/telestory/id915378506?mt=8
http://www.windows-movie-maker.org/
https://my-free-mp3.net/
https://www.mp3juices.cc/
https://mp3skulls.to/


 
 

 

 
The following rubric is for the SUMMARY AND REVIEW. 

CATEGORY EXCELLENT GOOD AVERAGE 
BELOW 

AVERAGE 
POINTS 

INFORMATION 
PROVIDED 

 
The summary 
introduces the 

characters and states 
the main idea of the 

book. 
3 pts. 

The summary is 
clear and 

developed 
enough to state 
the main idea 

about the 
topic.Gives 

enough 
information 

about the 
characters. 

2.5 pts. 

The summary 
introduces the 
book but needs 
improvement. 

Character 
information is not 

enough. 
2 pts. 

The summary is 
weak and the 

character 
information is 
non-existent.  

1 pt. 

 

SUPPORTING 
DETAIL 

SENTENCES 
- reasons 

- examples 
- facts 

- figures 

 
The summary is in a 

timely order. The 
reason for choosing 
the book has been 
stated clearly and 

logically with 
examples. The overall 

writing contains 
many specific details 

and examples and 
there’s a smooth flow. 

There are no 
irrelevant sentences. 

3 pts. 

The summary is 
written in an 
order but the 
chronological 

order is 
somewhat vague. 

The writing 
contains a few 
specific details 
and examples. 
There are no 

irrelevant 
sentences. 

2.5 pts. 

The summary is   
adequately 

developed but 
there are not 

enough details 
and examples. 

There may also 
be one or two  

irrelevant 
sentences. 

2 pts. 

The summary is 
underdeveloped,  
the  details and 

examples are not 
satisfactory.  

There are also 
some   irrelevant 

sentences. 
1 pt. 

 

GRAMMAR: 

 

 

Writing exhibits 

strong adherence to 

grammar rules, use of 

interesting sentence 

structures as well as 

an excellent use of 

vocabulary. 

3 pts. 

 Writing in 

general, exhibits 

adherence to 

good grammar 

practices and 

good use of 

vocabulary.  Only 

a couple of 

mistakes are 

made. 

2.5 pts. 

The writing has a 

number of 

grammatical 

mistakes. Writing 

fails to keep the 

interest of the 

reader due to 

overuse of simple 

structures. 

2 pts. 

Writing clearly is 

below the 7th 

grade standard.  

Numerous 

mistakes have 

been made. 

1 pt. 

 

WRITING 

CONVENTIONS 

All the writing is done 

using complete 

sentences. Practices 

of capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct throughout  

3 pts. 

Most of the 

writing is done in 

complete 

sentences. Most 

of the 

capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct. 

2.5 pts. 

Some of the 

writing is done in 

complete 

sentences.  Some 

of the 

capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct. 

2 pts. 

There are a lot of 

incomplete 

sentences as well 

as capitalization 

and punctuation 

errors. 

1 pt. 

 

MECHANICS 
AND USE OF 

ENGLISH: 
 

 
Paragraph is free 

from error. 
3 pts. 

Paragraph has a 
minor mistake or 

two. 
2.5 pts. 

Paragraph has 1 
or 2  errors. 

2 pts. 

Paragraph has 
more than 2 

errors. 
1 pt. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The following rubric is for the TRAILER VIDEO AND POSTER. 

CATEGORY 
EXCELLENT 

 
GOOD 

 
AVERAGE 

 
NEEDS WORK POINTS 

INFORMATION 
and/or visuals 

PROVIDED: 

Student has 
chosen 
key/relevant 
items for the 
trailer and the 
poster. 
 

5 pts 

 
Student has 
chosen 
appropriate 
items for the 
trailer and the 
poster. 

 
4 pts 

 

Items chosen  
for the trailer 
and the poster 

are not 
sufficient. 

3 pts 

Items chosen 
for the trailer 
and the poster 

are weak or 
inappropriate. 

2 pts. 

 

ORGANIZATION: 

 

 
The beginning 
and the ending 
of the trailer is 

orderly and 
makes sense. 

The poster 
demonstrates 
the concept of 

the book 
clearly and is 

catchy.   
4 pts 

 

The beginning 
and the ending 
of the trailer is 

logical. The 
poster artistic 
but could use 

more 
information 

from the book.   
3 pts 

The trailer is 
vague, doesn’t 

provide 
enough 

information 
and is not 

orderly. The 
poster is 

poorly made 
and the 

representation 
of the book is 

weak.   
2 pts 

The video is 
poorly made, 
doesn’t cover 

the 
requirements 
and the poster 

is irrelevant 
and/or 

interestingly 
weak.  
1 pt. 

 

GRAMMAR: 
 

 
Writing 
exhibits 
strong 

adherence to 
grammar 

rules, use of 
interesting 
sentence 

structures as 
well as an 

excellent use 
of vocabulary. 

3 pts. 
 

Writing in 
general, exhibits 

adherence to 
good grammar 
practices and 
good use of 
vocabulary.  

Only a couple of 
mistakes are 

made. 
2 pts. 

 
The writing has 

a number of 
grammatical 

mistakes. 
Writing fails to 

keep the 
interest of the 
reader due to 

overuse of 
simple 

structures. 
1.5 pts. 

Writing clearly 
is below the 7th 
grade standard.  

Numerous 
mistakes have 

been made. 
1 pt. 

 

WRITING 
CONVENTIONS

: 
 

 
All the writing 
is done using 

complete 
sentences. 

Practices of 
capitalization 

and 
punctuation 
are correct 
throughout 

3 pts. 
 

Most of the 
writing is done 

in complete 
sentences. Most 

of the 
capitalization 

and punctuation 
are correct. 

2 pts. 

Some of the 
writing is done 

in complete 
sentences.  

Some of the 
capitalization 

and 
punctuation 
are correct. 

1.5 pts. 

There are a lot 
of incomplete 
sentences as 

well as 
capitalization 

and 
punctuation 

errors. 
 

1 pt. 

 

 
 



 
The following rubric is for the CHARACTER GOOGLE SLIDE PRESENTATION AND 
QUESTIONNAIRE. 

CATEGORY Excellent Good Average 
Below 

average 
Unsatisfactory Points 

The student 
was ready for 

the 
presentation 

 
 

The student 
was 

completely 
prepared, and 
it was obvious 

that he/she 
used the time 

given for 
preparation 
effectively. 

4 pts. 

The student 
seemed pretty 
prepared but 

might have used 
the preparation 

period more 
effectively. 

3 pts. 

The student 
was somewhat 
prepared, but it 
was clear that 

the 
presentation 

period was not 
used very 

effectively. 
2 pts. 

The student did 
not seem 

prepared to 
present at all. 

1 pt. 

The student 
did not 

present. 
0 pt. 

 

The student 
understood 

the topic and 
explained it 

well 
 

The student 
showed a full 

understanding 
of the topic and 
gave detailed, 

interesting and 
relevant 

information. 
4 pts. 

The student 
showed a good 
understanding 
of the topic. All 

parts were 
complete. 

3 pts. 

The student 
showed a good 
understanding 
of some parts 
of the topic. 

2 pts. 

The student did 
not seem to 

understand the 
topic very well; 

most of the ideas 
presented were 

not relevant. 
1 pt. 

The student 
did not do the 

project. 
0 pt. 

 

The student 
used 

appropriate 
vocabulary 

and 
sentence 
structure 

 

The student 
used 

appropriate 
vocabulary 

and sentence 
structure. 

4 pts. 

The student 
used some 
vocabulary 

appropriate, 
but some 

words were 
repetitive or 

some 
sentences 

were simple. 
3 pts. 

Simple 
sentence 
structure 

and/or 
repetitive 

vocabulary 
were used by 
the presenter. 

2 pts. 

Sentence 
structure 

and/or 
vocabulary 
used were 
either very 

simple or not 
understood by 
the presenter. 

1 pt. 

No effort 
was made. 

0 pt. 
 

The visuals 
were 

effective and 
relevant to 
the topic. 

Technology 
was 

efficiently 
used 

All visuals 
were 

effective and 
relevant to 
the topic. 

3 pts. 

Most of the 
visuals were 
effective and 

relevant to the 
topic. 
2 pts. 

Some of the 
visuals were 
effective and 
relevant to 
the topic. 

1 pt. 

The visuals 
were not 
effective 
and/or 

relevant to the 
topic. 

0.5 pt. 

There were 
no visuals. 

0 pt. 
 

Posture and 
Eye Contact 

 

The student 
looked 

relaxed and 
confident. 

Established 
eye contact 

with 
everyone in 

the room 
during the 

presentation. 
3 pts. 

The student 
established eye 

contact with 
everyone in 

the room 
during the 

presentation 
but did not 
seem very 
confident. 

2 pts. 

The student 
sometimes 
established 
eye contact. 

However, 
most of the 

time looked at 
his/her note 
cards or the 
power point 

screen. 
1 pt. 

 

The student 
read from 

his/her note 
cards and/or 

from the 
power point 

screen during 
the entire 

presentation. 
0.5 pt. 

Little or no 
effort. 
0 pt. 

 

Time-Limit 
 

Presentation 
was 10 

minutes long. 
2 pt. 

Presentation 
was either 

slightly longer 
or shorter than 

ten minutes. 
1.5 pts. 

Presentation 
was a bit 

short. 
1 pt. 

Presentation 
was too short. 

0.5 pt. 

The 
presentation 

was less 
than 1 

minute. 
0 pt. 
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