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1. AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

There are as many stories as there are people on earth. Each of the stories is different from 

the others; no two of them could be the same. How you write your story will decide whether your 

story is going to stand out or not.  

A biography written by its subject is known as an 

autobiography. An autobiography is a story that you can tell 

about your own life. It is written to retell interesting or 

important events from your life, from your point of view. An 

autobiography is meant to provide insights into your feelings 

and reactions. It can include interactions between you and the 

people who are significant in your life. An autobiography can 

inform or entertain or both. If you like reading famous people’s 

biographies and have wondered what it would be like to write your own life story, this term 

project is just for you. You will be in contact with your teacher at all stages of the project to make 

sure your work is at acceptable standards. 

For this project, you will detail your life history in an interesting tone. To avoid monotone, 

only include those events in life which you consider adventurous or unforgettable and highlight 

emotions rather than timeline. 

★ You are required to, 

1. Write your very own autobiography using Google Docs.  

2. Prepare a Google slide presentation that includes videos, audios, and visuals from the 

events you have mentioned in your autobiography in a timely order.  

3. Create a magazine cover page that promotes your autobiography,  

4. Interview a family member about your childhood. Write the entire interview on Google 

Docs and record it on video. Add the video in your Google slide presentation. 

 

 STEPS TO PREPARE THIS PROJECT: 

STEP 1:  Read the autobiography examples your teacher provides you with. Should you have 

any questions, feel free to contact your teacher. 

STEP 2: Start by brainstorming. The writing process begins by compiling any and all life 

experiences that you suspect might sound interesting to a reader. As you sort through your own 

memories, be sure to cover all eras of your life—from childhood to grade 7.  

 

Choose a part of your life you want to highlight. To make your choice, ask yourself: 

● What event from your past stands out most in your mind? 

● Is there anything important in your life that is recurring and that you love (ex.: playing a 

sport, making art, dancing)? 



 
● Are there any people who have had an impact on your life? 

● What makes you who you are? 

● Is there a special photograph that captures a part of your life?  

Make a list of as many important events or people you can think of! It will make it easier to see a 

pattern. Brainstorm all the details of your chosen event. Use a brainstorming tool to write down 

all the pieces of your autobiography in point form or as short notes. This is not the time to 

expand on your ideas, just get them on paper. 

● What happened? 

● When did it happen? 

● Where did it happen? 

● Who was there with you? 

● How did you feel about what happened? 

● What was your reaction to what happened - what did you do or say? 

● Why is this event important to understand who you are? 

STEP 3: Craft an outline. Use your brainstorm or planning document to write your 

autobiography.  

 

Remember to: 

● Write in the first person 

● Introduce yourself in the first paragraph 

● Give details as to time and place 

● Use descriptive language 

● Express your thoughts and feelings 

● Choose a series of images, videos and audios for your autobiography - these should have 

something to do with what you wrote about or can be a portrait of you in any medium 

(photo, drawing, caricature, etc). Insert these in a timely order into your autobiography’s 

extension - the google slides presentation. 

STEP 4: Do your research. Once you have a first draft of your outline, engage in some research 

to help you recall contextual information from the period you are writing about. Interview 

friends and family members to help you remember all the details from the moments you choose 

to recall in your autobiography. No one can remember the full history of their entire life—

particularly their childhood—so prepare to do some cultural research as well. 

 

STEP 5:  Write your first draft. Once you have a first draft of your outline, engage in some 

research to help you recall contextual information from the period you are writing about. 

Interview friends and family members to help you remember all the details from the moments 

you choose to recall in your autobiography. No one can remember the full history of their entire 

life—particularly their childhood—so prepare to do some cultural research as well. You can use 

the draft example your teacher hands you. 

 

STEP 6: Proofread. After a brief layoff, begin proofreading. Yes, you should look for grammar 

mistakes, but more importantly, you should identify weak moments in the narrative and come 



 
up with constructive improvements. Think about what you’d look for if reading about another 

person’s life and apply it to your own autobiography. 

 

 

STEP 7: Write your final draft based on the notes you’ve given yourself. Then, show it to trusted 

friends and/or a family member. Their outside eyes will give you a valuable perspective that 

you cannot possibly have on your own work. Decide a unique and interesting title for your 

autobiography.  

 

When you review your own work, look for the following: 

● Is the autobiography written using first person narration? (ex.: "I was walking home from 
the bus when I saw...") 

● Does the first paragraph introduce the author of the autobiography (you)? 

● Is there enough background information to set the time and place of the autobiography? 

● Did you use descriptive language to express your thoughts, feelings or opinions? 

● Are there enough details to make the autobiography interesting? 

 

STEP 8: Make sure you have prepared all of the required materials before the deadline. (See the list 

of 4 above)  

 

Tutorials to help you with your preparation: 

● How to write an autobiography:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FKr_fcPJY8  

●       How to create a Google Slides presentation: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYA6GLAzz9A  

● How to create videos using Powtoon: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFv8L0z-72c  

● You can use this link to create your magazine cover: 

https://www.postermywall.com/index.php/art/template/2526f94e685554a3b90aabf07d713f27/magazin

e-cover-flyer-template#.YSjBvvkzbIV  
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The following rubric is for AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

CATEGORY  EXCELLENT 

(10 pts) 

  GOOD 

  (8 pts) 

  AVERAGE 

(6 pts) 

 NEEDS       

WORK 

(4 pts) 

St’s 

points 

INFORMATION 

PROVIDED: 

 

Presents key facts 

in his/her life 

including 

information and 

detailed important 

events that reveal 

the person’s 

character, 

motivation and 

personality traits. 

Presents some 

good 

information 

and events that 

reveal the 

character and 

personality 

traits. 

Presents 

information and 

details that give 

some information 

about the person 

but lacks material 

to give an 

adequate picture 

of him/herself. 

Presents little 

or poor 

information 

about 

him/herself. 

Details and 

important 

events are 

not included. 

Not student’s 

own words. 

Autobio

graphy  

 

__________ 

 

ORGANIZATION 

 

The autobiography 

is written in a very 

clear and organized 

manner.  Subject 

material is 

presented in a very 

logical order to 

convey importance.  

The 

autobiography 

is written in an 

organized 

manner in 

which material 

is presented 

logically. 

The 

autobiography is a 

little disorganized 

and lacks relevant 

and detailed 

information about 

the person. 

The 

autobiograph

y is 

extremely  

disorganized. 

 

 

Autobio

graphy  

 

__________ 

GRAMMAR: 

  

Writing exhibits 

strong adherence to 

grammar rules, use 

of interesting 

sentence structures 

as well as an 

excellent use of 

vocabulary. 

.  

 Writing in 

general, 

exhibits 

adherence to 

good grammar 

practices and 

good use of 

vocabulary.  

Only a couple 

of mistakes are 

made. 

The writing has a 

number of 

grammatical 

mistakes. Writing 

fails to keep the 

interest of the 

reader due to 

overuse of simple 

structures. 

Writing 

clearly is 

below the 7th 

grade 

standard.  

Numerous 

mistakes 

have been 

made. 

Autobio

graphy  

 

__________ 

 

WRITING 

CONVENTIONS: 

 

All the writing is 

done using 

complete sentences. 

Practices of 

capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct throughout  

 

Most of the 

writing is done 

in complete 

sentences. 

Most of the 

capitalization 

and 

punctuation 

are correct. 

 

Some of the 

writing is done in 

complete 

sentences.  Some 

of the 

capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct. 

 

There are a 
lot of 
incomplete 
sentences as 
well as 
capitalization 
and 
punctuation 
errors. 

Autobio

graphy 

 

__________ 

 

TOTAL POINTS:       Autobiography: ________ 

 The following rubric is for the Google Slide presentation. 



 
CATEGORY EXCELLENT 

 

GOOD 

 

AVERAGE 

 

NEEDS       

WORK 

 

Student’s 

points 

INFORMATION 

and/or visuals  

PROVIDED: 

 

Student has chosen 
key/relevant items 
to support his/her 
autobiography. 
 
Visuals have been 
employed very well 
to help 
understanding. 

 
5 pts 

Student has 
chosen 
appropriate 
items to 
support 
his/her 
autobiography. 
Visuals used 
are 
appropriate to 
understand the 
material.   

4 pts 

Items chosen to 
support his/her 
autobiography  
are only average. 
Visuals are 
adequate. And 
convey meaning 
but are a little 
unimaginative. 

 
3 pts 

Items 
chosen to 
present are 
weak or 
inappropri
ate. 
 
 
Visuals are 
inadequate 

2 pts. 

Presentation 
 
_________________ 

ORGANIZATION 

 

Student has used an 
approved method 
well to support 
his/her 
autobiography.  
(timely order, 
relevance, enough 
to explain the order 
of events 
mentioned in the 
autobiography.) 

4 pts 

Student uses 
an approved 
method fairly 
well. 
 
 
 
 

3 pts 

Student’s choice of 
visual and audio 
strategy is 
awkward or 
confusing. 
 
 
 

2 pts 

Student’s 
method of 
employing 
visuals and 
audios is 
unrecogniz
able and is 
very 
confusing 

1 pt. 

Presentation 
 
_________________ 

GRAMMAR: 

  

Writing exhibits 
strong adherence to 
grammar rules, use 
of interesting 
sentence structures 
as well as an 
excellent use of 
vocabulary. 
 

3 pts. 

 Writing in 
general, 
exhibits 
adherence to 
good grammar 
practices and 
good use of 
vocabulary.  
Only a couple 
of mistakes are 
made. 

2 pts. 

The writing has a 
number of 
grammatical 
mistakes. Writing 
fails to keep the 
interest of the 
reader due to 
overuse of simple 
structures. 

1.5 pts. 

Writing 
clearly is 
below the 
7th grade 
standard.  
Numerous 
mistakes 
have been 
made. 

1 pt. 

Presentation 
 
_________________ 

WRITING 

CONVENTIONS: 

 

All the writing is 
done using 
complete sentences. 
Practices of 
capitalization and 
punctuation are 
correct throughout  

3 pts. 

Most of the 
writing is done 
in complete 
sentences. 
Most of the 
capitalization 
and 
punctuation 
are correct. 

2 pts. 

Some of the 
writing is done in 
complete 
sentences.  Some 
of the 
capitalization and 
punctuation are 
correct. 

1.5 pts. 

There are a 
lot of 

incomplete 
sentences 
as well as 

capitalizati
on and 

punctuatio
n errors. 

 
1 pt. 

Presentation 

 

_________________ 

TOTAL:      

 

 

 

 

The following rubric is for the interview AND the magazine cover page. 



 
 

CATEGORY 

 

EXCELLENT 

 

 

GOOD 

 

 

AVERAGE 

 

NEEDS       

WORK 

 

 

Student’

s points 

TITLE: 

 

Student has chosen 

an 

excellent/interestin

g title for the 

magazine cover 

that captures the 

attention of the 

reader. 

 

The side 

titles/news and 

visuals are relevant, 

catchy and well 

thought of. 

 

5 pts. each 

Student has 

chosen a good 

title that is 

relevant and 

slightly catchy. 

 

The side 

titles/news are 

somewhat 

relevant and 

visuals are OK. 

 

 

4 pts. Each 

Student has 

chosen a title that 

is adequate for the 

cover but not 

interesting 

enough and too 

short.  

 

The side titles / 

news and the 

visuals are not 

related and 

inadequate to 

support the 

general cover. 

 

3 pts. each 

Student has 

chosen a 

unimaginat

ive or dull  

title. 

 

The side 

titles/news 

and the 

visuals are 

irrelevant 

and/or 

inadequate 

to support 

the cover in 

general. 

2 pts. each 

Cover 

 

__________ 

 

 

Side 

titles/ne

ws 

and the 

visuals 

 

____________ 

 

Structure/  

Organization: 

 

Student has chosen 

interview questions 

well, and  followed 

the structure 

requirements while 

supporting the 

autobiography with 

interesting insights.  

 
8 pts.  

Student has 

chosen good 

interview 

questions and 

kept it 

relatively long 

and answers 

most wh- 

questions. 

Some of the 

questions 

support the 

autobiography. 

6 pts.  

Student’s choice of 

interview 

questions is 

adequate, acks 

creativity. and 

barely correlates 

to the 

autobiography.  

 
4 pts.  

Student’s 
interview 
questions 
are unclear. 
Weak/no 
correlation 
to the 
autobiogra
phy.  
  
2 pts. 

Interview 

 

___________ 
 

GRAMMAR: 

  

Writing exhibits 

strong adherence to 

grammar rules, use 

of interesting 

sentence structures 

as well as an 

excellent use of 

vocabulary. 

 

3 pts. each 

 Writing in 

general, 

exhibits 

adherence to 

good grammar 

practices and 

good use of 

vocabulary.  

Only a couple 

of mistakes are 

made. 

2 pts. Each 

The writing has a 

number of 

grammatical 

mistakes. Writing 

fails to keep the 

interest of the 

reader due to 

overuse of simple 

structures. 

1.5 pts. each 

Writing 

clearly is 

below the 

7th grade 

standard.  

Numerous 

mistakes 

have been 

made. 

1 pt. each 

Interview 

 

 

__________ 

 

Magazine 

cover 

 

__________ 

 

WRITING 

CONVENTIONS: 

 

All the writing is 

done using 

complete sentences. 

Practices of 

capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct throughout  

3 pts. each 

Most of the 

writing is done 

in complete 

sentences. 

Most of the 

capitalization 

and 

punctuation 

are correct. 

2 pts. Each 

Some of the 

writing is done in 

complete 

sentences.  Some 

of the 

capitalization and 

punctuation are 

correct. 

1.5 pts. each 

There are a 

lot of 

incomplete 

sentences 

as well as 

capitalizati

on and 

punctuatio

n errors. 

 

1 pt. each 

Interview 

 

 

__________ 

 

Magazine 

cover 

 

__________ 

 

 

TOTAL POINTS:    Interview: ________      Magazine cover: _______                
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