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SUGGESTIONS FOR SUMMER HOLIDAY 
FOR GRADE 10 PRE AP STUDENTS 

 
 
Dear Students, 
We are finally at the end of a very unique year. I am proud of you for all your work and 
dedication to our lessons. You all deserve a good rest and a summer to enjoy BUT I am sure 
you will be missing our lessons, writing journal entries and AP essays. Don’t worry, we’ve 
got you covered J Here are some of the suggestions for you to ease your way into Grade 11 
AP Literature: 
 
 
SUGGESTION 1: Read the following 3 books 
 

A) You have just finished a classic of British Literature, that is Lord of the Flies. Since 
you are already familiar with the themes of human nature, good vs evil, 
psychoanalysis, the role and effects of civilization and education on human lives, it 
would be good for you to read some more on the issue to build on your knowledge 
and practice intertextuality. Please read: 

 
1. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
2. Heart of the Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

 
B) You are one step closer to your AP Literature exam, as your teachers, we choose our 

in-class reading texts among the texts that will be most beneficial for you, but there is 
one book that we won’t spoil for you. This is by far the most cited text in AP 
Literature exams and it would go a long way if you also read it: 
 
3. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

 
What to do: Once you read them, choose your favourite and answer an AP exam question 
based on that book  
 
 
The question for The Catcher in the Rye: “In some works of literature, 
childhood and adolescence are portrayed as times graced by innocence and a 
sense of wonder; in other works, they are depicted as times of tribulation and 
terror. Focusing on a single novel or play, explain how its representation of 
childhood or adolescence shapes the meaning of the work as a whole.” (AP Lit 
Exam 2008, Form B, Question 3) 
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The question for Heart of Darkness: "In literary works, cruelty often 
functions as a crucial motivation or a major social or political factor. 

Select a novel, play or epic poem in which acts of cruelty are important to the 
theme. Then write a well-developed essay to analyze how cruelty functions in 
the work as a whole and what cruelty reveals about the perpetrator and/or 
victim." (AP Lit Exam 2015, Question 3)  
 
 
 
 
The question for Invisible Man: “Many works of literature feature characters 
who have been given a literal or figurative gift. The gift may be an object, or it 
may be a quality such as uncommon beauty, significant social position, great 
mental or imaginative faculties, or extraordinary physical powers. Yet this gift 
is often also a burden or a handicap. Select a character from a novel, epic, or 
play who have been given a gift that is both an advantage and a problem. Then 
write a well-developed essay analyzing the complex nature of the gift and how 
the gift contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.” (AP Lit Exam 
2018, Question 3) 
 
 
 
SUGGESTION 2: Read more essays 
 
This year, we did not have the chance to read essays other than “A Modest Proposal” but 
since you will be expected to write essays for your exam (admittedly not in the same style), it 
is always good practice to read good examples of this medium. Please start by reading the 
following: 
 
1. James Baldwin’s book of essays, The Fire Next Time 

https://blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/eng2100hmwe/files/2016/08/The-Fire-Next-
Time.pdf 
Audio Book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hi43zpigptI 
 
 
 
 

2. Any of George Orwell’s essays: 
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks03/0300011h.html 
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3. Harlem Renaissance Writers: 
a. Jessie Redmon Fauset, “The Gift of Laughter” 

 
b. Zora Neale Hurston, “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” https://www.casa-

arts.org/cms/lib/PA01925203/Centricity/Domain/50/Hurston%20How%20
it%20Feels%20to%20Be%20Colored%20Me.pdf 

 

 
What to do: Once you read them, please write a min. 150-word essay where you talk about 
your experience of the world events in 2020. A lot has happened that lend themselves to use 
of metaphors and satire of all kinds. So please be inspired of the essayists above and provide 
us with a description of 2020 (include historical backgrounds, contemporary meaning and 
future implications on our society). 
 
 
SUGGESTION 3: Read about contemporary matters/Literature Reviews. 
 
One good way of doing this is by reading magazines, the New Yorker stands out due to the 
excellent use of language of its writers. 
 
https://www.newyorker.com/ 
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What to do: Choose an article from the New Yorker or any magazine with equal 
merit and write a commentary on the article. If you were the editor of that magazine 
why would you include that article? Is it relevant? Is it connected to bigger societal 

/ historical ideas? How is the language used? Do you see any literary merit in it? Are there 
metaphors, symbolism etc. that you can identify?  
 
 SUGGESTION 4: Watch more of these: 
 

1. National Theatre’s YouTube Lives: https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscovertheatre 
2. Midnight in Paris (2011) 
3. Dead Poets Society (1989) 
4. Big Fish (2003) 
5. Finding Neverland (2004) 
6. Finding Forrester (2000) 

 
Oh I almost forgot! J You need to STOP enjoying movies and start analysing from now on. 
Not only movies, anything around you be a text and analysed. Always be on the look for 
archetypes, allusions, references, use of diction, selection of detail, and plot structures. 
 
What to do: As a practice, please choose a movie and fill in the list in the link below: 
 
http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/blogs/learning/pdf/2010/20100218anatomyofascene.pdf 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


