
 

 

 

 

SUMMER SUGGESTIONS FOR KEEPING YOUR ENGLISH SHARP! 
 

 

Hello, Year 11!  Before we get to the suggestion for summer work, just a quick message 

from me: Thank you all for your hard work this year, for keeping me on my toes and just 

being a bit more fun than you needed to be. Particularly in difficult times like these, you have 

been an always interesting and bright group and I thank you for your understanding and 

putting up with British War poetry so well.  

 

Normally, I’d have the chance to thank you in person and say bye before you head off into 

the excitement of year 12 and University entrance exams, it is a pity that on this occasion I 

will not. Good luck to all of you and have great summers - I will be at the school next year 

and I’m happy to help if I can, so - please don’t be strangers.  

 

On the subject of the Summer, here are a few suggestions to help you keep your English 

ticking over during the summer. Please have a look and send me anything you do or just get 

in touch if you have any questions or wish to discuss them. You may also mail me for 

suggestions in almost any area of English and I should be able to dig up something that will 

interest you so, please don’t hesitate to get in touch…. but remember it may take me a while 

to get back to you if you message me while I’m in the pool or at the beach.  

 

Have a great summer, stay safe, and once again thanks.  

 

Mr. Lloyd  

 

SUGGESTION 1 

Continuing our theme of podcasts please find the below podcast from ‘Criminal’ about this 

Iconic photo from the riots in 2014.  

 

If you want to choose another Iconic photo from an area you are interested in and write 150 

words explaining some of the history and impact the picture has had in the world, I would be 

very interested in reading them.  

 



 

Find the episode here: https://thisiscriminal.com/episode-141-it-looked-like-fire-6-5-

2020 

 

Further great podcast episode can be found here: 

https://coolmaterial.com/media/best-podcast-episodes/ 

 

SUGGESTION 2 

 

FILM CRITICISM - CRASH COURSE FILM CRITICISM: YouTube  

These guys offer a great crash course in film criticism with excellent analysis and great 

movie choices -If you haven’t seen them watching them is a great idea. Each episode is 

about 10-16 minutes long. Below are two of my favorites.  

 

EPISODE 1 - Citizen Cane  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF1bYBrmLCk&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKuesMQ

Vi7hw&index=1  

 

EPISODE 3 - Aliens  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoZMOmjXENU&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKuesM

QVi7hw&index=3 

 

If you’d like to review a film, you watch over the summer in this style using the things you 

learn here - I would also look forward to reading it.  

 

SUGGESTION 3 

 

Short Graphic Novel by Mark Haddon about COVID-19, Social Distance.  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/gallery/2020/may/20/social-distance-mark-haddon-

graphic-short-story-coronavirus-age 

 

This is a great single-page graphic novel by the author Mark Haddon, who wrote ‘the 

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time’. Well worth a look.  

 

 

SUGGESTION 4  

Three Questions by Leo Tolstoy: A reflection on kindness and forgiveness - something we 

could all do with at this time.  

 

Read it here 

http://www.online-literature.com/tolstoy/2736/ 

Listen to it here  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj5BcN6Blks 
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