
 

SUGGESTIONS FOR SUMMER 2021 

GRADE 10 STUDENTS  
“Keep your English sharp” 

Dear Citizens of Grade 10, 

 

It has been an honor and a privilege – as well as an extraordinary year in the fullest sense of 

the word. History often changes in steps, and I believe this is a year that will shape our 

future.  

 

Thank you for your attention, patience, and the hard work and creativity you have put into 

our lessons. I know it hasn’t been easy. My hope is that you took something important from 

this year, whether it is some understanding of how to read a novel, or how better to enjoy a 

poem or listen to a song, or how to build an essay or research paper, or even just finding 

enjoyment or an enlightened moment in a piece of literature – maybe for the 1000th time, 

maybe for the first time.  

 

Good luck as you move on to 11th grade and explore new topics. You’re now in the second 

half of high school and looking toward the future, and it’s been a pleasure to be part of your 

education. Remember not to ‘defer’ your dreams. (says our poet Langston Hughes) ☺  

 

All the best! 

Mr. Brown  

 

Student: “Mr. Brown, I’m worried about losing over the summer some of the amazing English 

we learned this past year. Can you make any recommendations about how to keep my 

English sharp?” 

 

Mr. Brown: Why student, thanks for asking. Absolutely, try any and all of the below:  

 

SUGGESTION 1: Read. Read. Read. (Catcher in the Rye) 

 

Read a Classic Novel and a New Novel 

 

It’s summer. Time to relax – it’s too hot to do much of anything. Find at least one book that 

you’ve heard about and always wanted to read, and read it. It can be anything: from Wuthering 

Heights to the Biography of Kobe Bryant (RIP), just find one or five and go for it. 

 

Then take a look at new novels for 2020. Anything look good? Download it to your E-reader, iced 

lemonade, sit back, enjoy. 

 

Here’s a Summer Reading list of books for high school students:  

https://www.lths.net/summerreading 

And here’s another: https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/10th-grade-summer-reading 

(Can’t think of anything? Hmmm… Try Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea – it’s short 

and it’s about going fishing on the ocean, which is nice… and life and death, you know, nothing 

serious. ☺) 

 

https://www.lths.net/summerreading
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/10th-grade-summer-reading


 

 

 

SUGGESTION 2 

 

Learn FILM CRITICISM. We all like TV and we’re living in the “Golden Age” of television. There’s 

so much to watch – but is it really good? How can you tell? Try this CRASH COURSE in FILM 

CRITICISM on YouTube. The skills are similar to analyzing written works but with a few added 

bits about camera angles and color. It’s fun and entertaining – and remember, some people 

make a living writing about movies. (I wanted to once, but decided I’d get too fat on popcorn.) 

 

These episodes are about 10-16 minutes long, so watch a bunch of them.  

 

EPISODE 1 - Citizen Kane  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF1bYBrmLCk&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKues

MQVi7hw&index=1  

 

EPISODE 3 - Aliens  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoZMOmjXENU&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKues

MQVi7hw&index=3 

 

 

SUGGESTION 3 

 

Create a Graphic Novel. I know that some of you like to draw – sometimes even in class, 

*achem. But did you know that drawing can be literature too? It’s certainly a way to tell a story, 

and teachers like stories. So does everyone. In fact it’s a brilliant art form on the rise. Check out 

this list of the best Graphic Stories of 2019 for inspiration:  

 

https://www.thrillist.com/entertainment/nation/best-graphic-novels-comic-books-2019 

 

Find something you like. Draw your own story: characters, plot, finale. The end.  

 

 

SUGGESTION 4  

 

Why not multi-task? Podcasts are a great way to get news, learn about things, and practicing 

listening to different accents, all while most likely doing something else. One of my favorites is 

“Radiolab” (a classic podcast about weird and interesting stories (some news) from around the 

world.) Another is the TED Radio Hour, but find something that YOU’RE interested in, and listen 

away!  

 

There are literally thousands of podcasts, so find something you’re interested in and google 

“___________ podcast” - there’s something for everyone. Be ready to talk about it when we all 

get back to school… it’s coming sooner than you think! (*Insert evil laugh) 

Have a good summer!   ;) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF1bYBrmLCk&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKuesMQVi7hw&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wF1bYBrmLCk&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKuesMQVi7hw&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoZMOmjXENU&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKuesMQVi7hw&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoZMOmjXENU&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOCicti5dwLAKuesMQVi7hw&index=3
https://www.thrillist.com/entertainment/nation/best-graphic-novels-comic-books-2019

