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SUGGESTIONS FOR SEMESTER 

HOLIDAY FOR GRADE 11 

Dear Students, 
 
We just ended a different kind of semester. It has been tough for some of you, but you 
will get some time now to take a break and enjoy yourselves. That said the break will be 
a long one and I don’t want your English to get rusty! Please have a look at the below 
suggestions.  
 
ON NETFLIX: 
  

This fun and rather dark show explains the origins of 

the evil Nurse Ratched. Directly inspired by One 

Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest this is a short but fun 

series with great costumes and characters though it 

can be quite violent and is a bit hard to watch in 

places – You are warned! Released this year, it is also 

an interesting look at the mental health system of 

1950s America and – I can guarantee – will make sure 

you never forget the definition of the word lobotomy! 

 

 

 

Next Term we’ll be reading the excellent commentary on 

social media and social media commentaries, ‘The Circle’ 

by Dave Eggers. This fascinating and terrifying 

documentary looks at the damage and risk involved with 

social media platforms. How much time should you spend 

on social media? What age should kids be allowed to have 

phones? Do social media entrepreneurs and experts let 

their kids go on social media? How can I protect myself on 

social media? If you think about questions like this – this is 

a must watch.  
 

 
Starring two if the best actors of their 
generation, and based on the book by 
the incredible, and sadly deceased, 
neuroscientist Oliver Sacks (more on 
him later) this is an amazing true story. 
Incredible acting, and intensely 
revealing about what it is to be a 
human being this is a film you’ll think 
about for ages after you finish it.  
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As last year was so challenging, if 
you find yourself struggling, these 
20-minute meditation guides are 

a great idea – and completely something 
you can do alone. If you are struggling with 
any problem, there is probably a simple 
and subtitled guide to help you – without 
becoming a Buddhist monk - like the very 
likeable presenter did. Definitely 
something to consider in times like these.  
 

 
Atypical is the excellent and very humorous story of a 
high school student with Asperger’s syndrome and the 
struggle he has with fitting in and succeeding there. 
Brilliantly acted and genuinely funnier than it sounds, I 
promise, this is a great way to understand people with 
the syndrome and to be reminded that socializing and 
society is different for different people. It is also a great 
reminder that trying, and failing are essential, and that 
the world is a fixed place where we fix in or not, but an 
strange and exciting place to explore. There are some 
adult themes in this, dating and university and 
friendships but its great fun too.  
 

 
Honorable mention:  
 
1917 – Masterpiece of a WW1 movie in a single shot. Seriously. Exciting and horrifying, 
an exhibition of how far film making has come. 
 
 
SUGGESTION 2- Books:   
 
FUN BOOKS 
 
The Kraken Wakes is a brilliant novel of how 
humankind responds to the threat of its own 
extinction and, ultimately, asks what we are 
prepared to do in order to survive. It started with 
fireballs raining down from the sky and crashing 
into the ocean deeps. A page turning pleasure 
read and not too long – A perfect example of 
escapist fiction.  
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Terry Pratchett is widely regarded as the master of 
humorous fantasy fiction. This, the first of many of 
his books set in ‘Disc World’, is a satire of what we 

expect from fantasy novels and very funny with it! The Colour 
of Magic is a perfect gateway into enjoyable fantasy fiction 
and escapist reading – and a wonderful distraction from the 
isolation of our current lives – start this series at your peril! 
You could find your self reading them all  
 

 
 
 
Dark Eden is a simple and short science fiction novel that 
imagines what would happen if three astronauts were 
trapped on a new planet and had to survive. This is a fun 
adventure and simultaneously has a lot to say about language, 
its evolution and the processes of history and memory on 
civilization. Beckett is an award-winning writer and there are 
more in the series if you like this one – though it was 
originally intended as a stand alone novel. A fascinating world 
with thought provoking ideas. 
 
 

 
 

If you enjoyed Dahl’s dark humor in Lamb to the 
Slaughter, you will love these simple and very funny 
autobiographical books about his life. Dahl lived an extra 
ordinary life, living around the world, fighting in the 
second world war and surviving incredibly old-fashioned 
boarding school in Britain – If you think you have a tough 

time at school – read Boy and 
count your blessings! I read 
these books at around your 
age and still, to this day 
remember his stories and 
advice about what to do, and 
what not to do with the 
terrifying snakes of Africa! 
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Life Changing Books  
 

 
The Underground Railroad  
 

This masterpiece of incredibly accurate historical fiction is 

part testament to the horrors of slavery in America, part 

saddening magical realism and partly about the triumph of 

human spirit. If you’re unsure of the value of Black Lives 

Matter protests or feel like you don’t really know what the 

fuss is about – this is required reading.  

                      

 
 

 

 

 
‘The man who Mistook his Wife for a Hat’ is a 
collection of life affirming and fascinating tales 
from Oliver Sacks’ (I told you we’d return to him) 
medical career. Sacks is famously empathetic and 
kind to his patients, he treats some of the most 
bizarre and fascinating neurological and mental 
problems people can have, without ever laughing 
at them, and yet seeing the funny side. This book is 
broken up into bite sized accounts you can read in 
a single sitting and it is nearly impossible to read 
one without learning from his sympathy and 
compassion, A masterpiece and a clear counter 
point to how much medical science and 
understanding has moved on since the times of, 
‘One flew over the Cuckoo’s nest.’ 
 

 

You may have heard the Metallica song… Now read the 
inspiration! Widely considered one of Hemmingway’s best 
novels, this is set after the first world war and before the 
second world war – during the Spanish Civil war. Thought 
provoking and brilliantly written, this is a masterpiece. Despite 
a gripping a premise and plot the story is not your typical 
adventure in war-time fare. It is a steppingstone in the writings 
of Hemmingway but will leave you pondering war, right and 
wrong an a host of other ideas.  
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SUGGESTION 3: Podcasts 
 

#170 A Song of Impotent Rage 
 
One for all you music loving environmentalists! This 
fun and fascinating look at host Alex Goldman’s fear 
and rage at the environmental crisis that he channels 
into a punk song, is great. Part examination of anxiety 
about the planet, part a guide in music production and 
being brave about your talents and ambition this is an 
excellent and amusing way to spend half and hour or 
so. From December last year this is also a great 
window into how different people are coping with 
lockdown. 

 
https://gimletmedia.com/shows/reply-all/j4hxa4 
 
 
Analysis, Parapraxis, Elvis –  Revisionist History  

 

Revisionist History is a wonderful podcast by the engaging 

and soothingly voiced writer Malcom Gladwell. This 

episode is about the one song that Elvis couldn’t sing. It is 

about psychoanalysis, music and emotion. It features live 

recordings, medical experts, famous musicians. The idea 

that even someone like Elvis could fight his subconscious 

getting in the way of his singing is fascinating. At just 

under an hour this is a perfect thing to throw on when you 

are doing some chore or other or going for a run. Gladwell 

is enthusiastic and clear and immensely likable – Enjoy!  

            

 

The Soundtrack Show: Great Melodies Tell Great Stories  

 

A normal episode of this show is a musical breakdown of a 

single movie. The host David W. Collins is a musical 

master with great connections and understanding of music. 

In this introductory show he looks at themes from Star 

Wars, Indiana Jones, Star Trek and Back To The Future, 

discussing the storytelling that goes into each composition. 

He also discusses the origins of the word "Soundtrack," 

and gives a basic music theory demonstration, explaining 

the language of music. This is great if you love music or 

films and will leave you feeling knowledgeable and 

wanting more. https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-the-

soundtrack-show-29021108/episode/great-melodies-tell-

great-stories-29082531/ 

https://gimletmedia.com/shows/reply-all/j4hxa4
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-the-soundtrack-show-29021108/episode/great-melodies-tell-great-stories-29082531/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-the-soundtrack-show-29021108/episode/great-melodies-tell-great-stories-29082531/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-the-soundtrack-show-29021108/episode/great-melodies-tell-great-stories-29082531/
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SUGGESTION 4: Video Games / Choose Your Own Adventures  

 

Bandersnatch: Black Mirror on Netflix 

 

This is a fascinating application of the Choose 

Your Own Adventure genre. The television will 

ask you to make choices as the story progresses 

meaning it functions like a cut scene story. The 

acting is great, the choices interesting and when 

you are finished the graphs of the possible 

endings and choices are really interesting to 

examine. A fun activity with your family or friends on a Google meet. This is well worth 

looking at if you haven’t already.  

 

Her Story and Telling Lies 

 

Sam Barlow the creator of these games, is 

a master of setting a mystery and leaving 

you to figure it out with just enough clues. 

Both times I played these games I did it 

with friends and note pads to take notes 

and help us solve the mystery – They are both multiple hour video games that will have you 

and your family watching and rewatching video clips to get to the bottom of a mystery. Her 

Story is the better of the two, concerning a 

murder and police interviews with the 

suspects – keep an eye out for changes in 

clothing and things on the table. Telling lies 

has better, even famous actors but, be 

careful, it is more adult in content – please 

don’t watch it with younger members of your 

family.  


