
LITERATURE 
Dear Students, 

It’s been a challenging semester and you certainly deserve a cheery holiday.  It’s our sincerest 

hope that while you enjoy your free-time, you’ll also take the opportunity to look at some of 

the reading, viewing and speaking practice options.  

 

Here are some reading choices: 

 

The Hate U Give,’ by Angie Thomas 

This has been a staple of best seller lists for a few years now, and for 

good reasons: It provides an ideal story to help teenagers think 

through questions of justice, racism, activism and personal 

responsibility, and it’s got catchy writing, perfect pacing and 

emotional smarts to boot. After a black student at a mostly white 

private school witnesses a police officer shoot her unarmed friend, she 

has to decide whether or not to speak up and pursue justice for him 

and for her community. There are also many appealing characters and 

dramatic moments. (The movie is great too — but don’t let it take the place of reading 

this gem.) 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/24/books/review/ya-crossover.html?module=inline
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/03/movies/the-hate-u-give-review-amandla-stenberg.html


‘Dear Evan Hansen: The Novel,’ by Val Emmich 

Yes, it’s a hit Broadway musical, in the form of a novel — and it works. 

Both onstage and on the page, the story expertly dissects teenagers’ 

tortured relationships with popularity and social media. A lonely, 

anxious teenager writes notes to himself on the advice of his therapist. 

One of them falls into the hands of a deeply troubled classmate who 

commits suicide. Partly to help the bereaved parents, Evan pretends he 

and the boy were close, but struggles under the weight of his secret. The 

novel fills in scenes only alluded to in the musical, and fleshes out 

peripheral characters. 

‘The Poet X,’ by Elizabeth Acevedo  

This gorgeous, award-winning novel in verse tells the story of a quiet 

Dominican-American girl from a religious family who scribbles her 

frustrations in a notebook and learns to speak her truth when she joins 

her school’s slam poetry club. There’s a sweet, forbidden romance and 

an inspiring story of finding your own creative voice. The book’s 

enduring popularity is a powerful reminder that teenagers groove on 

poetry, especially when it’s geared to the realities of their lives. 

‘We Were Liars,’ by E. Lockhart 

This one is a clever psychological thriller and an insightful family saga 

all in one. A privileged teenager named Cadence, who spends summers 

on an island owned by generations of her mother’s family, narrates an 

addictively enigmatic story. Something is amiss on the island, and a 

sudden tragedy only deepens the mystery — until all is explained in a 

shocking ending that will make you want to start the book all over 

again. 

‘The Sun Is Also a Star,’ by Nicola Yoon 

This novel delivers a romance that is mind-blowing in the best way. 

Natasha is a science-minded Jamaican girl who is hours away from 

being deported because of a paperwork error. Daniel is a 

Korean-American guy who has always been “the good son,” even when 

it goes against his poetic nature. They meet and catch one others’ eyes 

while literally crossing the street, and they — and we — have to picture 

all the improbable ways their futures could work together. 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/val-emmich/dear-evan-hansen/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/13/books/review/kwame-alexander-rebound.html?module=inline
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/11/books/review/we-were-liars-by-e-lockhart.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/13/books/review/the-latest-in-realistic-fiction-for-young-adults.html?searchResultPosition=4


‘Scythe,’ by Neal Shusterman 

Readers who love their plots action-packed and dark as night adore the 

Scythe books, which are set in a world in which disease, hunger and 

poverty have all been conquered. To avoid overpopulation, people called 

Scythes are commanded to take the lives of chosen victims. Two 

teenagers, Citra and Rowan, begin their training as apprentice Scythes in 

this tightly written and suspenseful first of the series. 

 

‘Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children,’ by 

Ransom Riggs 

The Peculiar Children books have one of the most interesting back 

stories out there: The author, Ransom Riggs, collects odd vintage 

photos of strangers that he finds at flea markets. He used some creepy 

images of children to construct this chilling, adventurous story about a 

Florida teenager who stumbles back in time and into the story of a 

group of kids that seem otherworldly who have strange gifts, and their 

kind caretaker, Miss Peregrine. Evil forces are out to get them — and to take over the 

world. The book is packed with the vintage images themselves, making for a visually 

rich literary experience. 

 

Here are some interesting shows on Netflix: 

Fiction- 

Malibu Rescue     The Baby-Sitters Club  
 
 Fuller House    The Letter for the King     Ready Player One 
 
Ashley Garcia, Genius In Love Alexa and Katie   Connected Anne with an ‘E’  
 
Avatar:  The Last Airbender The Legend of Korra       The Dragon Prince 
 
A Series of Unfortunate Events      Carmen Sandiego        The Worst Witch  
 
Non-Fiction- 
 
Our Planet  Bill Nye Saves the World    Secrets of the Saqqaa Tomb  
 
Night on Earth     My Octopus Teacher 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/13/books/review/the-latest-in-ya-fantasy.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/30/movies/miss-peregrines-home-for-peculiar-children-review.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/31/books/ransom-riggs-is-inspired-by-vintage-snapshots.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/31/books/ransom-riggs-is-inspired-by-vintage-snapshots.html


Here are some links to practise speaking: 

 
The British Council- 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/speaking/upper-intermediate-b2-speaking  

 

Bamboozle- 

Conversation Practice 

https://www.baamboozle.com/study/106717  

 

https://www.baamboozle.com/study/149926  

 

https://www.baamboozle.com/study/72634  

 

https://www.baamboozle.com/study/146393  

 

Enjoy your holiday, students.  Take care and stay safe! 

 
 

 
 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Dear Students, 
We’d like to wish you a splendid winter break! You have worked diligently and deserve this 
much-awaited rest. Since it is a three-week holiday,  we kindly suggest you plan your time 
accordingly. For this break, we ask you to choose one of the options below, complete the 
assignment and turn it in by Sunday. Do yourself a favor and avoid any late submissions on 
Monday. 
 

Now, read the whole document carefully and choose the one you like best.  
 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/speaking/upper-intermediate-b2-speaking
https://www.baamboozle.com/study/106717
https://www.baamboozle.com/study/149926
https://www.baamboozle.com/study/72634
https://www.baamboozle.com/study/146393


OPTION 1:  
 
Step 1: Watch this TED Talk 
 
https://www.ted.com/talks/joachim_de_posada_don_t_eat_the_marshmallow#t-222557 
 
Step 2: Reflect on the topic. Write a compare and contrast essay. (Minimum 300 words) 
 
Topic: How are successful people different from unsuccessful people? What characteristics, 
qualities, and qualifications make them successful?  
 

OPTION 2:  
Step 1: Watch this Common Sense Education video: 
 
When is the Right Age to Start Social Media? | Common Sense Education 
 
Step 2: Reflect on the topic. Write a compare and contrast essay. (Minimum 300 words) 
 
Topic: People use social media and technology for a variety of reasons. This changes 
according to their interests, needs, abilities, and even age groups. How do teens, and adults 
use social media and technology differently?  
 

OPTION 3:  
Step 1: Watch this Vlog: 
 
8 Things I Wish I Knew Before Traveling To Tokyo 
 
Step 2: Reflect on the topic. Write a compare and contrast essay. (Minimum 300 words) 
 
Topic: Imagine that Shelby’s next destination is İstanbul. Help her learn a few things before 
she arrives. Compare and contrast traveling to Istanbul and traveling to Tokyo. What are 
some similarities and differences between these two cities?  
 
You will… 

1) Brainstorm similarities and differences 
2) Organize key similarities and differences into 3 separate body paragraphs 
3) Write a thesis statement. Plan your introduction and conclusion paragraphs.  
4) Start writing your essay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/joachim_de_posada_don_t_eat_the_marshmallow#t-222557
https://www.commonsense.org/education/videos/when-is-the-right-age-to-start-social-media
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6h_bc3wnILw


CHECK YOUR WORK: 
 

 

Evaluation Sheet for Compare-Contrast Essay Self 
Evaluation 

Teacher 
Evaluation 

ORGANIZATION     

·         The introductory paragraph has a strong hook or attention grabber. This could be 
a strong statement, a relevant quotation, statistic, or question addressed to the 
reader. Also, the title is appropriate. 

     

·         The thesis statement is well-focused, clear, and concise. It covers both subjects 
and the author's point for comparison or contrast. 

    

·         Each body paragraph has a well-developed topic sentence, supporting sentences, 
and a concluding sentence. 

     

·         The details/examples are in a clear effective order and the author sticks to one 
pattern: point-by-point. 

     

·         The concluding paragraph effectively unifies the essay around the subjects used 
for comparison or contrast. It also nicely restates the thesis statement. 

     

·         Transitions are appropriate and effectively used.      

CONTENT      

·         The author accurately selects major similarities or differences for the items.      

·         Details/examples in the paragraphs are clear and specific.      

·         There are enough details to create vivid images for a thorough comparison or 
contrast. 

     

·         High-quality ideas/examples/details to prove the point      

CONVENTIONS       

·         Correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization      

·         Correct use of English almost all of the time(0-1:6pts, sliding scale)      

·         Complex sentence structure      

·         A wide range of vocabulary      


